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became more zealous and disciplined, and consequently more
respected and powerful, and took an active part in preaching
the crusades. The reform spread to the secular clergy, though
more slowly and less generally; we know hardly anything about
the parish priests, but it appears that the bishops, who were
elected by the canons from among the sons of nobles, had ceased
to go to war; certain of them were, indeed, renowned for their
theological learning, zeal, and virtues.
A new class of clergy grew up and became more and more
numerous: these were the clerks who had taken only minor orders,
and entered so little into religious life that they might even marry,
and bore no distinguishing mark of their calling but the tonsure.
These tonsured clerks were employed hi the writing of all formal
documents, whether public or private; hence the word 'clerk'
is still applied, in both France (clerc) and the English-speaking
countries, to those employed by notaries, solicitors, and registrars;
while hi the English-speaking countries its use has extended to
the employees of commercial and banking houses as well.
The power of the clergy increased in the twelfth century mainly
in consequence of the growing authority of the pope, the head of
the Church. The conflict between pope and emperor caused
ecclesiastics to frame more precise definitions of the power of the
Holy See over Christians, based mainly upon decisions ascribed
to the ancient popes during the earliest centuries of the Church's
existence. The decisions of the popes, which up to this time were
still scattered, were collected in the middle of the twelfth century
by an Italian monk, Gratian, whose collection, known as the
Decretum, was so convenient for use that it came to be employed
as a reference book by the judges of the ecclesiastical courts
whose function it was to apply this law, known as canon law,
from a Greek word meaning crules, and the professors whose
function it was to teach it. It was given official force by the pope
in 1234.
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The power of judging believers which was recognized as
belonging to the bishops was given a strong organization during
the twelfth century. Each bishop nominated a special judge,

